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GATHER 
Prelude “Andante Allegro” — G. F. Handel 
 Paul Woodring, organist 

Announcements & Good News Minute 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" Hymn 886  

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Kyrie 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of Praise 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually 
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in 
our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

Children’s Message 

 WORD 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the 
Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the 
people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine 
word. 
[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God 
at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God 
any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are 
right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own 
people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything 
that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my 



name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, 
or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to 
speak—that prophet shall die.” 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

Psalm: Psalm 111 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10) 
 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 2Great are your works, O LORD, 
  pondered by all who delight in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness endures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full of compassion. 
 5You give food to those who fear you, 
  remembering forever your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
  all of your precepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forever and ever, 
  because they are done in truth and equity. 
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
  holy and awesome is your name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as 
license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, 
impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior 
does not cause another to sin. 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 
have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods 
in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and 
their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no 
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours 
does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who 
possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is 
weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge 
those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against 
members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 



13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one 
of them to fall. 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Verse 

 

Holy Gospel: Mark 1:21-28  Glory to you, O Lord 
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus 
and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people 
are amazed at his authority. 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, 
and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of 
Galilee. 
Praise to You, O Christ 

Sermon  Pastor Laura O’Brien 

Song of the Day “How Great is Our God” 
Verse 1 
The splendor of the King 
Clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice 
And trembles at His voice 
Chorus 
How great is our God 



Sing with me 
How great is our God 
And all will see how great 
How great is our God 
Verse 2 
And age to age He stands 
And time is in His hands 
Beginning and the End 
Beginning and the End 
The Godhead three in one 
Father Spirit Son 
The Lion and the Lamb 
The Lion and the Lamb 
Bridge 
Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing 
How great is our God 
Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves 
CCLI Song #4348399 
© 2004 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs; Wondrously Made 
Songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #588514 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of Intercession 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority builds up 
your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your instruction and model 
your inclusive ways. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural spaces 
are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of the earth. God of 
grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership, that they 
lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and be upright in their 
ways. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known rejection, any 
who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without access to safe housing or 
health care, and any who suffer (especially). God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its educators 
and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to live out your example of 
accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Prayer requests: Elsa Brody; Dorothy Cunningham; Sally Reck; Paula Pearlman; Family of 
Alice (age 96); Jill Manshe 
Prayers for our church family: Cheryl & Dale Garnsey; Bob & Carol Grosse; Sue Haas-Clark & 
Kelly Clark 
Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions in the 
church and in our lives (especially Thomas Aquinas whom we commemorate today). We trust 
that all who have died rest in your loving care. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 
hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace 

Offering/Offertory “In Christ Alone” 
Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 



Here in the love of Christ I stand 
Verse 2 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
Verse 4 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 
CCLI Song #3350395 
© 2001 Thankyou Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #588514 

MEAL 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you 

 And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to God.  
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 



Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus Create in Me 
Create in me a clean heart oh God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not from your presence oh Lord, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation,  
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 

Communion Song “Draw Me Close” 
Verse 
Draw me close to You never let me go 
I lay it all down again 
To hear You say that I'm Your friend 
You are my desire no one else will do 
'Cause nothing else could take Your place 
To feel the warmth of Your embrace 
Help me find the way bring me back to You 
Chorus 
You're all I want 
You're all I've ever needed 
You're all I want 
Help me know You are near 
Ending 
Help me know You are here 
Kelly Carpenter 
CCLI Song #1459484 
© 1994 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #588514 

 



Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
Benediction 

Sending Song “I Will Trust In You” 
Verse 1 
When I can't see You I know You're here 
When I can't feel You I will not fear 
I will trust in You  and I will not be afraid 
Chorus 
I will not be afraid 
I will not be afraid 
I will trust in You 
I will trust in You 
Verse 2 
And when the battle  is close at hand 
I know You're with me  to help me stand 
I will trust in You  and I will not be afraid 
Verse 3 
And when the darkness  is closing in 
And I am running  against the wind 
I will trust in You  and I will not be afraid 
Verse 4 
'Cause when I'm standing  upon that shore 
And all the battles  they have gone before 
I will trust in You  and I will not be afraid 
Danny Daniels 
CCLI Song #106659 
© 1987 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #588514 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
Thanks be to God. 

Thanks to: 
Usher:  
Lector: Diane Mansell 
Communion Servers: Diane Mansell 
Coffee Servers: Vicky Tway 
Altar Guild: Pat Forrest 
Musicians, Singers: Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Matt Schultze / Ryan Reck / 
Talia Ortega / Janis Sexton / Katie O’Brien 
The flowers this week are sponsored by John & Janis Sexton. 



Arrangements are prepared by students at Cal Poly Plant Shop. 
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