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GATHER 

Words of Welcome 

Advent Preface My Soul in Stillness Waits 

 
Text: Psalm 95 and “O” Antiphons; Mary Haugen, b. 1950 
Tune: Marty Haugen © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 

Confession 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
our life, our mercy, our hope. 

Let us prepare for Christ’s coming by turning from sin and darkness 
and turning toward the light of God’s compassion and renewal. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

Great and Holy One, 
in this time of waning daylight,  
we confess the shadows of sin in our lives. 
Our words and deeds have not proclaimed  
your reign of justice and peace. 
We have failed to watch and pray  
for the signs of your advent among us. 
Come to restore us in your image, 
remake us into your people, 
and restore what sin has broken, 
that we and the whole creation may rejoice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kyrie  

 

In the advent of Christ the dawn from on high  
breaks upon us with light and healing.  
Through Jesus Christ, God looks upon you with favor  
and forgives you all your sins. 
Amen. 

 
Light of the Advent Wreath High School Group 

(to the tune of O Worship the King) 

The candle of love tells what we are worth 
God loves us so much, God came to the earth 
The angel brought news of a child who would be 
the one who would save us and set us all free. 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  

WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In 
response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah 
reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign 
that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 13Then 



Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and 
honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in 
dread will be deserted.” 

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

Psalm 80 

 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself 
as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised 
coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, 
including his Roman audience. 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared 
to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about 
the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Verse   

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25  Glory to you, O Lord  
8Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 



  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,  25but had no marital relations with her until she 
had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Praise to You, O Christ 

Children’s Program  
 Oh Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

Away in a Manger 

 

 



We Three Kings 

We Three Kings 
We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 

Refrain 
Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still Proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again; 

king forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign.  Refrain 

Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, gladly raising, 
worshiping God Most High. Refrain 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain 

Glorious now behold him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice; 

heav’n sings alleluia: 
alleluia the earth replies. Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Go Tell it on the Mountain 

  

Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God,  
Creator of all that is. 

We believe in Jesus the Christ, God's child. 
His coming is the advent of God's reign of justice and peace. 
Through his life comes healing,  
Through his death comes hope,  
And through his rising, life eternal. 

We believe in the Spirit, 
Who speaks through the prophets, 
inspires the witness of the Church, 
and through our baptism into Christ, 
dwells within our hearts. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Prayer requests: Sid & Beryl Bennett; Elsa Brody; Steve & JoAnn Bennett; Dave Lonsway & 
Family; Matthew Moersdorf; Ed Dresp; Janis Sexton; Marilyn Brown; Betty Johnson 

Prayers for our church family: Jack & Roberta Moen; Brittany & Chris Nicole; Margaret O’Neill 
 

The Peace & Announcements 

Prayer over the Gifts 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 



to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

MEAL 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you 

 And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to God.  

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

Come to the table, where Christ comes to make a home in you. 

Communion Songs Lamb of God 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Emmanuel 

 

SENDING 

Closing Prayer 
God of wonder,  
we give thanks that you have fed us once again  
with this foretaste of the great feast to come.  
Strengthen us through this gift to serve our neighbor with joy,  
that all may come to see your glory reflected in the lives of your people;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Song Come Messiah, Come  

We know You’re near 
We reach for You 

You’re voice we hear 
Your word is true 
We need You now 
We need You here 

Come heal our hearts 
Come dry our tears 

Come, Messiah, come 
Come, Lord Jesus, come 

We are waiting, anticipating 
Come, Messiah, come 

Come, Messiah, come 
Come, Lord Jesus, come 

We are waiting, anticipating 
Come, Messiah, come 

We know You’re near 
We reach for You 

You’re voice we hear 
Your word is true 
We need You now 
We need You here 

Come heal our hearts 
Come dry our tears 

Come, Messiah, come 
Come, Lord Jesus, come 

We are waiting, anticipating 
Come, Messiah, come 
Come, Messiah, come 

Come, Lord Jesus, come 
We are waiting, anticipating 

Come, Messiah, come 

Your love so strong 
We praise You, God 

You live in us 
You raise us up 

Your love so strong 
We praise You, God 

You live in us 
You raise us up 

Come, Messiah, come 
Come, Lord Jesus, come 

We are waiting, anticipating 
Come, Messiah, come 
Come, Messiah, come 

Come, Lord Jesus, come 
We are waiting, anticipating 

Come, Messiah, come 



Blessing 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

Thanks to: 
Greeter: Cyndi Rollefson 
Usher: Rebecca & John Keisler 
Lector: Diane Mansell 
Communion Servers: Diane Mansell 
Coffee Server: Patti & Marc Frey; Carol Harvey 
Altar Guild: Jeanie Schultz 
Musicians, Singers: Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Richard Rollefson / Matt 
Schultze / Ryan Reck / Phil Strauss / Talia Ortega / Janis Sexton / Carlyn Hinds 


