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GATHER 
Prelude 

Words of Welcome 

Advent Preface My Soul in Stillness Waits   

 

Text: Psalm 95 and “O” Antiphons; Mary Haugen, b. 1950 
Tune: Marty Haugen © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 

Confession 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our life, our mercy, our hope. 

Let us prepare for Christ’s coming by turning from sin and darkness and turning toward the 
light of God’s compassion and renewal. 

 (Silence is kept for reflection) 

 Great and Holy One, 
 in this time of waning daylight,  
 we confess the shadows of sin in our lives. 
 Our words and deeds have not proclaimed  
 your reign of justice and peace. 
 We have failed to watch and pray  
 for the signs of your advent among us. 
 Come to restore us in your image, 
 remake us into your people, 
 and restore what sin has broken, 

that we and the whole creation may rejoice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kyrie 

 
 

In the advent of Christ the dawn from on high  
 breaks upon us with light and healing.  
 Through Jesus Christ, God looks upon you with favor  
 and forgives you all your sins. 

Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath The Rowland Family  
Light one candle for joy, 
one bright candle for joy. 
He brings joy to every heart. 
He comes, He comes. (Repeat) 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, 
that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen 

Children’s Time 

 

 

 



WORD 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, 
which comes from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. 
Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s salvation is at hand. 

 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
  he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
  and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the Lord. 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

Psalmody Isaiah 12:2-6   
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
  for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become | my salvation. 
3With joy you will draw water 

  from the wells of salvation.  
4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations;  
       proclaim that this name is exalted. 
5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 



Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his 
friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will 
experience God’s joy and peace. 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Verse 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 3:7-18  Glory to you, O Lord. 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must 
do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the 
good news to the people. 
Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon Rev. Richard Rollefson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song of the Day Now the Heavens Start to Whisper   

 

Prayers of the People 
Prayer requests: Sid & Beryl Bennett; Jeannie Ledford and family; Elsa Brody; Michael Dresp; 
Stephanie Hoff; Family of Treva Thornton 

Prayers for our church family: Judy & Walt Bremer; Elsa Brody; Dennis & Marilyn Brown and 
Amanda Lujan 

Holy Baptism 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.* 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 



  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Peace & Announcements 

Prayer over the Gifts 
God of our waiting and watching, 

 we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
 to the service of all your people. 
 Prepare the way before us 
 as we meet you in this simple meal, 
 through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.  

MEAL 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Holy 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table, where Christ comes to make a home in you. 

 

 

 



Communion Songs Lamb of God   

 

  

 We Are Waiting for Jesus   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



People Look East 

 

SENDING 

Closing Prayer 
God of wonder,  

 we give thanks that you have fed us once again  
 with this foretaste of the great feast to come.  
 Strengthen us through this gift to serve our neighbor with joy,  
 that all may come to see your glory reflected in the lives of your people;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sending Song Come, Messiah Come   

We know You’re near 
We reach for You 

You’re voice we hear 
Your word is true 

We need You now 
We need You here 



Come heal our hearts 
Come dry our tears 

Come, Messiah, come 
Come, Lord Jesus, come 

We are waiting, anticipating 
Come, Messiah, come (repeat) 

We know You’re near 
We reach for You 

You’re voice we hear 
Your word is true 

We need You now 
We need You here 

Come heal our hearts 
Come dry our tears 

Your love so strong 
We praise You, God 

You live in us 
You raise us up 

Your love so strong 
We praise You, God 

You live in us 
You raise us up 

Come, Messiah, come 
Come, Lord Jesus, come 

We are waiting, anticipating 
Come, Messiah, come 

Blessing 
The God of hope 

 fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Christ is near. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Thanks to: 
Greeter: Sandy Rowland 
Usher: Bob & Carol Grosse 
Children’s Time: Deanna Schultze 
Lector: Jenice Twomey 
Communion Assistants: John & Nancy Cook 
Coffee Service: JoAnn Bennett 
Altar Flowers Sponsored by: Janis & John Sexton 
Musicians, Singers: Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Richard Rollefson / Matt 
Schultze / Ryan Reck / Phil Strauss / Talia Ortega 


