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GATHER 
Prelude 

Words of Welcome 

Advent Preface My Soul in Stillness Waits   

 

Text: Psalm 95 and “O” Antiphons; Mary Haugen, b. 1950 
Tune: Marty Haugen © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 

Confession 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our life, our mercy, our hope. 

Let us prepare for Christ’s coming by turning from sin and darkness and turning toward the 
light of God’s compassion and renewal. 

 (Silence is kept for reflection) 

 Great and Holy One, 
 in this time of waning daylight,  
 we confess the shadows of sin in our lives. 
 Our words and deeds have not proclaimed  
 your reign of justice and peace. 
 We have failed to watch and pray  
 for the signs of your advent among us. 
 Come to restore us in your image, 
 remake us into your people, 
 and restore what sin has broken, 

that we and the whole creation may rejoice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kyrie 

 
 

In the advent of Christ the dawn from on high  
 breaks upon us with light and healing.  
 Through Jesus Christ, God looks upon you with favor  
 and forgives you all your sins. 

Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath The Dresp/Sanchez Family  
Light one candle for peace, 
one bright candle for peace. 
He brings peace to every heart. 
He comes, He comes. (Repeat) 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming  give to all the 
people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Children’s Time 

 

 

 



WORD 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s 
people, as silver and gold are refined. 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

Psalmody Luke 1:68-79 Canticle of Zachary  

 
 



Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to 
be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes 
a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 
me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in 
the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 
and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the 
day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Verse 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1-6  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon Rev. Richard Rollefson 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song of the Day Comfort, Comfort, Now My People ELW 256  

 

Affirmation of Faith  
 We believe in God,  

Creator of all that is. 

We believe in Jesus the Christ, God's child. 
His coming is the advent of God's reign of justice and peace. 
Through his life comes healing,  
Through his death comes hope,  
And through his rising, life eternal. 

We believe in the Spirit, 
Who speaks through the prophets, 
inspires the witness of the Church, 
and through our baptism into Christ, 
dwells within our hearts. 

Prayers of the People 
Prayer requests: Sid & Beryl Bennett; Jeannie Ledford and family; Elsa Brody; The Family of 
Lucy Anne Frokjer (Andy’s mom); Michael Dresp; Stephanie Hoff 

Prayers for our church family: Ty Bomba; Paul Bostrom; Susan Bouvette 

The Peace & Announcements 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 



MEAL 

Prayer over the Gifts 
God of our waiting and watching, 

 we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
 to the service of all your people. 
 Prepare the way before us 
 as we meet you in this simple meal, 
 through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.  

The Great Thanksgiving  
 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Holy 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table, where Christ comes to make a home in you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Song Lamb of God   

 

  

 Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW 247  

 

SENDING 

Closing Prayer 
God of wonder,  

 we give thanks that you have fed us once again  
 with this foretaste of the great feast to come.  
 Strengthen us through this gift to serve our neighbor with joy,  
 that all may come to see your glory reflected in the lives of your people;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 



Sending Song One Way   

I lay my life down at Your feet. 
You’re the only One I need. 

I turn to You and You are always there. 
In troubled times it’s You I seek. 
I put You first, that’s all I need. 

I humble all I am, all to you. 

One way, Jesus. 
You’re the only One that I could live for. 

One way, Jesus. 
You’re the only One that I could live for. 

You are always, always there. 
Every how and every where. 

Your grace abounds so deeply within me. 
You will never ever change. 
Yesterday, today the same. 

Forever ‘til forever meets no end. 

One way, Jesus. 
You’re the only One that I could live for. 

One way, Jesus. 
You’re the only One that I could live for. 

One way, Jesus. 
You’re the only One that I could live for. 

One way, Jesus. 
You’re the only one that I could live for. 

You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
We live by faith and not by sight for You. 

We’re living all for you. 
You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
We live by faith and not by sight for You. 

We’re living all for you. 

Blessing 
The God of hope 

 fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Christ is near. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Thanks to: 
Greeter: JoAnn Bennett 
Usher:  
Children’s Time: Deanna Schultze 
Lector: Carlyn Hinds 
Coffee Server:  



Altar Flowers Sponsored by: Todd & Rebecca Schnack 
Musicians, Singers: Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Richard Rollefson / Matt 
Schultze / Ryan Reck / Phil Strauss / Talia Ortega 


