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Holy Darkness 

The dominant imagery of Christmas tends to be centered around light. This makes sense, of course, in 
what is the darkest part of the year with the longest night and shortest day in the natural rhythms of the 
seasons. We have our Advent candles for the weeks of preparation for Christmas. Our Jewish neighbors 
celebrate Hanukkah with a menorah filled with candles.  

John begins his gospel with the image of Christ as the light: “In the beginning was the Word. . . . What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 

But sometimes this dominant imagery of light means that we fail to note the positive imagery of darkness 
and the gift of the night. In the prayer we use as part of our Evening Prayer service we note: “It is night, 
the night is for stillness, the night is for quiet, the night is for rest and renewal.” 

From the very beginning, darkness and light have been part of God’s magnificent universe. When God 
creates the light, the darkness is not extinguished or cursed, but complemented. Light and darkness each 
have a purpose in the created order. Each is necessary for life. Day and night together—as two parts of a 
whole—are declared “good.” 

I think of the special character of night this time of year where I grew up. On those frigid, frosty nights the 
stars twinkled with an amazing crystalline brightness. Sometimes there would even be a shimmering 
green and blue curtain on the horizon, the Aurora Borealis, “northern lights.” The night was full of wonder.  

I remember one year when I had asked for a new bike—instead of the hand-me-downs from my 
brothers—and for some weeks before Christmas under those same twinkling stars with my breath 
steaming around me, I would sneak out alone to the frigid shed to try to look inside the bike-sized box that 
was hidden there. The night was full of mystery. 

Some years later at the town skating rink the winter nights were full of fun and possibility—you might even 
get to skate with that red-cheeked girl you liked. The night was full of dreams. 

And so it was most of all on Christmas Eve, when after church we would open the presents under the 
tree. We got to stay up impossibly late— maybe even till 10:00. This was the most special winter night of 
all and it was overflowing with wonder, mystery, dreams, and magic. 

There’s even a hymn called Holy Darkness; its refrain goes: 
 Holy darkness, blessed night 
 Heaven's answer hidden from our sight 
 As we await you, O God of silence 
 We embrace your holy night 

This is the gift of the night, of the darkness that along with the light the Creator called “good.” 

Pastor Richard 



2 Our Worship 

 
INDOOR WORSHIP at MT. CARMEL 

Sundays at 9:30 AM 

Join our in-person worship in the sanctuary. Masks and 
social distancing are required at all indoor activities. We 
gather on the patio afterwards for coffee and fellowship. 

Reminder—if you are not feeling well, please join us on 
Zoom. 

- Link to SUNDAY morning Zoom worship 
Sundays at 9:30 AM  

For telephone:  +1 669 900 9128 
Meeting ID: 849 4786 1947 

Passcode: 591300 

ADVENT EVENING PRAYER 
Wednesdays at 7:00pm on Zoom 

 
Link for Wednesday Evening Service 

For telephone: +1 669 900 9128  
Meeting ID: 867 5095 6162 

Passcode: 695333 

Our usual extra activities are taking a break over 
the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. All 
activities resume at Mt. Carmel on the following 
dates: 

January 7—Women’s Bible Study, 10:30am 
(childcare available as needed) 

January 8—Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study, 
8:00am 

January 9—Adult Forum and Children’s Sunday 
School, 11:00am (nursery care is available during 
the Adult Forum) 

 

**We will continue to hold Children’s Church 
during Sunday worship throughout the 
holidays. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84947861947?pwd=Y2lEUGplYUxBc1NhNUxmMEJOZUhoQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86750956162?pwd=bk80cWRlR3o4MUhBMDl6dzVWQU1lUT09


Candlelight, angel light,  firelight and starglow 

Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn. 

Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Angels are singing, the Christ child is born.  
 

You’re invited to join us for Christmas Eve services this Friday, December 24. We’ll gather in-person at 
both services, and we’ll be live on Zoom at the 5pm service.  

 

Both the Family worship and the “Christ-mass” include carols, communion, and candles. Masks are 
required at all in-person gatherings. 

 

Link to Zoom Worship—5:00 pm Christmas Eve 
Meeting ID: 817 1784 3211 
Passcode: 736573 
Join by phone at: 669 900 9128 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81717843211?pwd=WnpvVEtSRGc1LzFQWHBmZkR0ZkpCUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81717843211?pwd=WnpvVEtSRGc1LzFQWHBmZkR0ZkpCUT09

