
 
GATHER 

Prelude 

Today we enter Holy Week, with its cycle of death, life and new life. 
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 

Jesus, the holy one, enters Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Crowds threw down their 
coats, waved palm branches and shouted out: 
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 

Jesus, holy one, enter the gates of our hearts today as we join in the time of your Passion. Let 
us remember and celebrate your birth, your calling, your ministry. 
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 

Jesus, holy one, guide us through the streets of our journey. Open our eyes and ears to the 
guiding of God’s Spirit who calls us to costly faithfulness and to joyous wholeness. Let us sing 
with all our hearts: 
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. Hosanna in the highest! 

Gospel Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; 
untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” They went away and found a colt tied near 
a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, 
“What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and 
he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Blessing of the Palms 

O God, who in Jesus Christ triumphantly entered Jerusalem 
be with us now as we follow the way of the cross 
In these events of defeat and victory you have sealed the closeness 
of death and resurrection, of humiliation and exultation.   
We thank you for these branches that promise to become for us 
symbols of martyrdom and majesty 



 bless them and us that their use this day may announce in our time 
 that Christ has come and that Christ will come again 

Amen. Come, Christ Jesus. 

Processional Song All Glory, Laud and Honor ELW 344   

 

Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
 Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of 
Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues 
confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Time 

 



WORD 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10 
The prophet tells of the coming of a future king, not as warrior but as one to bring an end to 
violence and war. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 
and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

Word of God. Word of Life 

Psalm 31 

 

 Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 
Paul writes to the church at Philippi in a hymn that speaks of Christ’s self-emptying. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus: 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him 



and gave him the name 
that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Word of God. Word of Life 

Gospel Verse 

 

 

Holy Gospel: Mark 14:1-11  Glory to you, O Lord. 

It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests 
and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they said, 
‘Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.’ While he was at Bethany in 
the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of 
very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. 
But some were there who said to one another in anger, ‘Why was the ointment wasted in this 
way? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the 
money given to the poor.’ And they scolded her. But Jesus said, ‘Let her alone; why do you 
trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, 
and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She 
has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, 
wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in 
remembrance of her.’ Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests 
in order to betray him to them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to 
give him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon Pastor Richard Rollefson 

Song of Response Ride On, Ride On in Majesty ELW 346 

  

Affirmation of Faith 
 We believe in God: 
   Creator of all things,  
   in heaven and on earth. 

We believe in Jesus Christ 
   Who lived among us and shared our burdens.  
   Like a grain of wheat, 
   he died that new life might grow in us. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   The presence of God at work within us,  
   Who comforts us in our struggles,  
   strengthens us in faith, 
   and bestows upon us the gift of hope eternal. 
 Thanks be to God! Amen. 

The Prayers 
Prayer requests: Sid & Beryl Bennett; Jeannie Ledford and family; Elsa Brody 
Prayers for our church family: Ty Bomba; Paul Bostrom; Susan Bouvette 

The Peace & Announcements 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 



Thanksgiving for the Word 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things; 
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos and brought 
life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
We give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God. 
We give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving 
love. For your Word of life. 
We give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us, renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 
near to all who call upon you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory.  
 Forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING 

Sending Song The King Shall Come ELW 260 

 

Benediction 
God, who fills the creation with abundance, 
Christ, who spreads his arms in forgiveness, 
Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, 

☩ bless you and bring you to life everlasting. 

Amen 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Thanks to: 
Lector: Monica Holman  
Children’s Time: Ingrid Frokjer 
Musicians, Singers: Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Sue Haas-Clark / Patti Frey / 
Richard Rollefson 


