
 
GATHER 

Prelude 

Welcome and Invocation 
We gather in the name of God, Creator, Companion and Counselor. 

 We gather to journey with God. 

Litany of Confession 
 Lent calls us to a journey. 
  A journey to the wilderness. 

   Lent calls us to journey in the wilderness 
   A journey where we confront our temptations and our fears. 

  Lent calls us to a journey through the wilderness 
    A journey through suffering and sorrow . 

    As we continue our Lenten journey we confess to You, O God: 
   our temptation to trust in visible signs of power, security and success; 

our desire for an easier path than the way of faith in You alone; 
our complicity with the structures of injustice;  
and our failure to show compassion to those in need. 

    But we also journey  
    to listen to the voice of God. 

    We journey in the wilderness, 
    to find healing and hope. 

    We journey into the wilderness 
    to learn the way of compassion and trust in God. 

    Lent calls us to journey through the wilderness, 
    for Lent calls us to journey with Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Song Beneath the Tree of Life (vs. 1, 2 & 5)   

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
 Amen. 

 



Kyrie 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Repeat the refrain of Come and Gather Beneath the Tree of Life 

 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our  prayers. 
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Time 

WORD 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant 
established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with 
the people. There will be no need to teach the law because God will write it on their hearts. 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more. 

Word of God. Word of Life 

 
 



Psalm 51 

 

 Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10 
Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ 
lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal 
salvation. 

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 
to him,  
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 
obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 

Word of God. Word of Life 

Gospel Verse 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel: John 12:20-33  Glory to you, O Lord. 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, 
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Richard Rollefson 

Hymn of the Day Seed That In Earth Is Dying ELW 330  

1  Seed that in earth is dying 
    grows into ears of grain. 
    Grapes that are crushed in the vessel 
    turn into golden wine. 
    God, through this mystery grant us 
    faith in our deepest darkness, 
    life in our night and death. 
 

    2 We were baptized in Jesus, 
    into his death and grave, 
    to resurrection's promise: 
    praise and eternal life. 
    Heaven's own praises begin here 
    where you yourself are near us, 
    deep in our night and death. 
 

    3 Seed that in earth is dying 
    rises to bear much fruit. 
    Christ, as we meet at your table, 
    give us the bread of life. 
    Lord, we do thank and adore you! 
    Unceasing praise of the ages 
    rises from night and death. 

 
  Text: Svein Ellingsen, b. 1929; tr. Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, b. 1929 

English text © Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith 
 We believe in God: 
   Creator of all things,  
   in heaven and on earth. 

We believe in Jesus Christ 
   Who lived among us and shared our burdens.  
   Like a grain of wheat, 
   he died that new life might grow in us. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   The presence of God at work within us,  
   Who comforts us in our struggles,  
   strengthens us in faith, 
   and bestows upon us the gift of hope eternal. 
 Thanks be to God! Amen. 

The Prayers 
Prayer requests: Sid & Beryl Bennett; Jeannie Ledford and family; Elsa Brody 
Prayers for our church family: JoAnn & Steve Bennett; Tony Bloodworth; Jennifer & Callie Bobell 

The Peace & Announcements 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
Holy God, 

 our living Water, our faithful Companion, our true Guide, 
 by your Word you created a world with rivers and seas, wells and springs, 
 and in mercy you provided water for your people in the wilderness. 
 For your Word with the water of baptism, we thank you, O God. 
 We thank you, O God. 

  We praise you for Christ, who joined us in our desert, 
 calling us to righteousness, granting forgiveness, 
 and walking with us into newness of life. 
 For Jesus, your gracious Word, we glorify you, O God. 
 We glorify you, O God. 

  Through these days of Lent we plead for your Spirit, 
 that strengthened by your Word, 
 we may care for others and for the world you made, 
 and work for justice and peace for all. 
 For your Word in our hearts and minds, we praise you, O God. 
 We praise you, O God. 

  Receive our thanksgiving, and grant us your blessing, 
Holy God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  



 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory.  
 Forever and ever.  Amen. 

SENDING 

Sending Song Tree of Life (vs 1-3; Lent 5) ELW 334 

 

 
 



Benediction 
 You are created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
 chosen as holy and beloved, 
 freed to serve your neighbor. 

 God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

 in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Share the good news. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Thanks to: 
Lector: John Cook  
Children’s Time: Ingrid Frokjer 
Musicians, Singers: Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Sue Haas-Clark / Patti Frey / 
Richard Rollefson 


