
 
 

GATHER 
Prelude  

Welcome and Invocation 
 We gather in the name of God,  
 Creator, Companion and Counselor. 
 We gather to journey with God. 

Litany of Confession 
   Lent calls us to a journey. 
  A journey to the wilderness. 

   Lent calls us to journey in the wilderness 
   A journey where we confront our temptations and our fears. 

  Lent calls us to a journey through the wilderness 
    A journey through suffering and sorrow . 

    As we continue our Lenten journey we confess to You, O God: 
   our temptation to trust in visible signs of power, security and success; 

our desire for an easier path than the way of faith in You alone; 
our complicity with the structures of injustice;  
and our failure to show compassion to those in need. 

    But we also journey  
    to listen to the voice of God. 

    We journey in the wilderness, 
    to find healing and hope. 

    We journey into the wilderness 
    to learn the way of compassion and trust in God. 

    Lent calls us to journey through the wilderness, 
    for Lent calls us to journey with Jesus. 
 Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Song Come and Gather Beneath the Tree of Life (vs. 1-3) 

  

 
 
 
Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 



 
 

Kyrie  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Repeat the refrain of Come and Gather Beneath the Tree of Life 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us 
steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the  wisdom that comes only through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 Amen 

Children’s Time 

WORD 

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how 
to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. 
Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, 
and respect for life, family, and property. 

 1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject 
me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep 
my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your 



 
 

work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident 
in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated 
it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

Psalm 19 

 
David Haas, 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that 
God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine 
foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ 
crucified. 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, 
to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Verse 

 

Holy Gospel: Gospel: John 2:13-22   Glory to you, O Lord 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 
your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for 
doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and 
will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed 
the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Richard Rollefson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Hymn of the Day Canticle of the Turning ELW 723  

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God: 

   Creator of all things,  
   in heaven and on earth. 

We believe in Jesus Christ 
   Who lived among us and shared our burdens.  
   Like a grain of wheat, 
   he died that new life might grow in us. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   The presence of God at work within us,  
   Who comforts us in our struggles,  
   strengthens us in faith, 
   and bestows upon us the gift of hope eternal. 

Prayers of the People 
Prayer requests: Sid & Beryl Bennett; Jeannie Ledford and family; Elsa Brody; Don & Carol 
Hemwall & Family 

Prayers for our church family: Jill Anderson & Steven Jobst; Russ Anderson; Carolyn Baker 

The Peace 
You may wish to gather bread and wine (or crackers and juice) for celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper.  

Offering Prayer   
Faithful God, 

 you walk beside us in desert places, 
 and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
 Accompany us in this meal, 
 that we may pass over from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

MEAL 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise 

Eucharistic Prayer 
You are invited to say the words of institution in your setting 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
   broke it and gave it to his disciples saying,  
   “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you 
   do this in remembrance of me. 



 
 

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
   gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this in remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it  is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

Communion 
You may share in our holy meal with the words:  

 The body of Christ, broken for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Communion Song Here is Bread ELW 483  

Here is bread, here is wine 
Christ is with us, he is with us 

Break the bread, taste the wine, 
Christ is with us here 

Refrain: In this bread, there is healing 
In this cup is life forever. 

In this moment, by the Spirit, 
Christ is with us here. 

Here is grace, here is peace 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Know his grace, find his peace, 

feast on Jesus here. Refrain 

Here we are, joined in on 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
We’ll proclaim, till he comes 

Jesus crucified. Refain 

SENDING 

Prayer after Communion 
God of steadfast love, 

 at this table you gather your people 
 into one body for the sake of the world. 
 Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
 that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 



Sending Song Tree of Life (vs 1-3; Lent 3) ELW 334 

  

Benediction 
 You are created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
 chosen as holy and beloved, 
 freed to serve your neighbor. 

 God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

 in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
 Amen. 



 
 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God.  

Thanks to: 
 Lector: Chuck Kilstrom 

Musicians, Singers:  Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Sue Haas-Clark / Patti 
Frey / Richard Rollefson 


