GATHER
Prelude
Welcome and Invocation
We gather in the name of God, Creator, Companion and Counselor.
We gather to journey with God.
Litany of Confession
Lent calls us to a journey.
A journey to the wilderness.
Lent calls us to journey in the wilderness
A journey where we confront our temptations and our fears.
Lent calls us to a journey through the wilderness
A journey through suffering and sorrow .
As we continue our Lenten journey we confess to You, O God:
our temptation to trust in visible signs of power, security and success;
our desire for an easier path than the way of faith in You alone;
our complicity with the structures of injustice;
and our failure to show compassion to those in need.
But we also journey
to listen to the voice of God.
We journey in the wilderness,
to find healing and hope.
We journey into the wilderness
to learn the way of compassion and trust in God.
Lent calls us to journey through the wilderness,
for Lent calls us to journey with Jesus.

Gathering Song

Beneath the Tree of Life (vs. 1-3)

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
Amen.

Kyrie

Repeat the refrain of Come and Gather Beneath the Tree of Life

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism, May
your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foes may have no power over us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
Children’s Time

WORD
First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the
earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction
gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes
a covenant with all creatures.
8God

said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the
ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters
of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the
sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with
you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen
in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah,

“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the
earth.”
Word of God. Word of Life
Psalm 25

Text and Music: Marty Haugen, 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through
baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
18Christ

also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Word of God. Word of Life
Gospel Verse

Holy Gospel: Mark 1:9-15

Glory to you, O Lord.

9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12And

the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14Now

after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.”
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Pastor Richard Rollefson
O Lord Throughout These Forty Days

Affirmation of Faith
We believe in God:
Creator of all things,
in heaven and on earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ
Who lived among us and shared our burdens.
Like a grain of wheat,
he died that new life might grow in us.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
The presence of God at work within us,
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Who comforts us in our struggles,
strengthens us in faith,
and bestows upon us the gift of hope eternal.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
The Prayers
Prayer requests: Sid & Beryl Bennett; Jeannie Ledford and family; Elsa Brody; Family of Adele Frey (Marc’s
mother)
Prayers for our church family: Carole Wheeler; Carol & Donley Winger; Paul Woodring

The Peace & Announcements
Thanksgiving for the Word
Holy God,
our living Water, our faithful Companion, our true Guide,
by your Word you created a world with rivers and seas, wells and springs,
and in mercy you provided water for your people in the wilderness.
For your Word with the water of baptism, we thank you, O God.
We thank you, O God.
We praise you for Christ, who joined us in our desert,
calling us to righteousness, granting forgiveness,
and walking with us into newness of life.
For Jesus, your gracious Word, we glorify you, O God.
We glorify you, O God.
Through these days of Lent we plead for your Spirit,
that strengthened by your Word,
we may care for others and for the world you made,
and work for justice and peace for all.
For your Word in our hearts and minds, we praise you, O God.
We praise you, O God.
Receive our thanksgiving, and grant us your blessing,
Holy God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory.
Forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
Sending Song

Tree of Life (vs 1-3; Lent 1)
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Benediction
You are created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen
Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Thanks to:
Lector: Monica Holman
Children’s Time: Ingrid Frokjer
Musicians, Singers: Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Sue Haas-Clark / Patti Frey /
Richard Rollefson

