
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHER 
Prelude 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 whose voice is upon the waters, 
 whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
 whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
 Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Holy God, 
 you search us and know us. 
 You are acquainted with all our ways. 
 We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
 our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
 We turn inward, failing to follow 
 your outward way of love. 
 We distrust those who are not like us. 
 We exploit the earth and its resources 
 and fail to consider generations to come. 
 Forgive us, gracious God, 
 for all we have done and left undone. 
 Even before the words are on our tongues, 
 you know them; 
 receive them in your divine mercy. 
 Amen. 

 How vast is God’s grace! 

 Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

 our sins are washed away 
 and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
 Indeed, we are forgiven. 
 In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
 we are called to be the beloved community 
 living out Christ’s justice 
 and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
 Amen. 
 



Gathering Song Rise, Shine You People ELW 665  

 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Song of Praise Christ Be Our Light ELW 715 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually 
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in 
our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Children’s Time 

WORD 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the 
Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the 
people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine 
word. 

[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the Lord your God 
at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God 
any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are 



right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own 
people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything 
that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my 
name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, 
or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to 
speak—that prophet shall die.” 
Word of God. Word of Life 

 
Psalm 111 

1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are your works, O Lord, 
  pondered by all who delight in them. 
3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness endures forever. 
4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full of compassion.  
5You give food to those who fear you, 
  remembering forever your covenant. 
6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
  all of your precepts are sure. 
8They stand fast forever and ever, 
  because they are done in truth and equity.  
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
  holy and awesome is your name. 
10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding.  
       God’s praise endures forever. 

 Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as 
license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, 
impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior 
does not cause another to sin. 

1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 
have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods 
in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and 
their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no 
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours 
does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who 
possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is 
weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge 



those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against 
members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 
13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one 
of them to fall. 
Word of God. Word of Life 

Alleluia Verse   

Music: Bob Moore, b. 1962 
2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Holy Gospel: Mark 1:21-28  Glory to you, O Lord. 

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. 22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Monica Holman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day Ancient Words  

Holy words long preserved  
For our walk in this world  
They resound with God’s own heart  
O let the ancient words impart  

Verse 2 
Words of life words of hope  
Give us strength help us cope  
In this world where’er we roam  
Ancient words will guide us home  

Chorus  
Ancient words ever true  
Changing me changing you  
We have come with open hearts  
O let the ancient words impart  

Verse 3  
Holy words of our faith  
Handed down to this age  
Came to us through sacrifice  
O heed the faithful words of Christ  

Chorus  
Ancient words ever true  
Changing me changing you  
We have come with open hearts  
O let the ancient words impart. (Repeat 2 times) 

Words and Music by Lynn DeShazo, CCLI 

 
Affirmation of Faith 
 We believe in God, 
 the creator of all things, 
 the giver of life and breath. 
 
 We believe in Jesus Christ, 
 born Emmanuel, God with us, 
 baptized and revealed the most beloved Son of God; 
 he sought to heal humanity by taking our brokenness upon himself, 
 suffering for us, 
 dying for us 
 and being raised from the dead for our sake 
 and for the sake of all the world. 
 We believe that he will come again. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 continually poured out refreshing our lives, 
 leading us into a new day, 
 ever-birthing the church, the body of Christ in the world. 
 This Spirit is our soul companion and counselor of truth 
 reminding us 
 of the gift of faith, 



 the ever presence of God 
 and the promise of eternal life. 

 Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
The Prayers 

Prayer requests: Sid & Beryl Bennett; Jeannie Ledford and family; Elsa Brody; Maureen Dresp & Family 
(Allison; Linda & Fred); Family of Jon Ericson; Family of Adele Frey (Marc’s mother) 
Prayers for our church family: Jeanie & Gary Schultz; John & Janis Sexton; Norm & Mollie Smith 

The Peace & Announcements 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word  

Holy God, 
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, 
we hear your Word in the Scriptures, 
proclaiming to us your wisdom 
and inviting us to follow your call. 
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God.   

 Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, 
 who preached your righteousness, healed the sick, 
 and revived the brokenhearted. 
 For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God. 
 We worship you, O God. 

 By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word, 
 that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ, 
 we may be light for the world, 
 revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 
 We praise you, O God. 

Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, 
now and forever. Amen. 
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory.  
 Forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 



SENDING 
 
Sending Song Light Shone In Darkness ELW 307 

 
Benediction 
 God the creator strengthen you; 
 Jesus the beloved fill you; 

 and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Thanks to: 
Lector: Carlyn & Lily Hinds  
Children’s Time: Ingrid Frokjer 
Musicians, Singers: Paul Woodring / Dave Becker / Joan Pedersen / Sue Haas-Clark / Patti Frey / 
Richard Rollefson 


