
MY FAVORITE THINGS… 

 

Pat Bathke: 

Thanksgiving Tradition - The first year Jess and I were married we spent Christmas Eve in Ft. 

Monmouth, New Jersey. The 1st time away from home for us, we were homesick. On our way to 

a local restaurant we picked up a soldier hitchhiker who told us his wife had died that year in 

Germany and his children were living with her family in Germany. He was sad and so were we. We 

counted our blessings after that encounter and still do after 66 years. 

 

Bob Grosse: 

Christmas Memory - In the 1960's Carol and I spent three years in Naples Italy where I was 

stationed with the US Navy. It was a chance to see some very different Christmas traditions. 

Santa Claus was just being introduced into Italy but for most kids, gifts were brought on Three 

Kings Day by the "Bufana" an old lady who had been too busy sweeping her house to show the 

wise men the way to Bethlehem. Ever since she has been going around leaving gifts hoping that 

she will some day see the Christ Child. It was a lovely tradition and she is always represented 

carrying a broom, something that found its way into our Halloween traditions. Buon Natale, Bob 

& Carol 

 

Carlyn Hinds: 

Thanksgiving Tradition - We always go around the table and tell everyone what we are thankful 

for- from the serious to the silly! Many times we all end up in thankful tears! 

Christmas Memory - When I was 5 or 6 years old, we had a fake metal silver tree that had this 

spot light behind it with a rotating color wheel on it. I thought we were so rich with that tree. I 

would sit and watch the colors change and think Santa is going to love it. 

 

John Keisler: 

Thanksgiving Memory - It was Thanksgiving, 1972 and was in the middle of Basic Training, at 

Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio Texas. I had been married for a little over a year and this 

was the first Thanksgiving I had ever been away from family. I spent the afternoon waiting in a 

looooong line of recruits, on base, in front of a telephone booth, waiting to call home, No smart 

phones or face time. It was a cold damp wait and took for ever. The wait was worth it! It was so 

good to hear the familiar voices of my wife, Mom and Dad. How good home sounded! I will never 

take for granted the gift of "being with" family. Calls and zooming are good but not the same as 

sitting down, in person, with those you love, 



The rest of the late afternoon and evening was spent enjoying a lobster Thanksgiving Dinner in 

the Mess Hall, and watching football. Yes lobster, flown in from Maine. 

 

MaryAnn Jakes: 

Thanksgiving Memory — I was living on an Army post in Germany and one year we chose to take 

our family to one of the mess halls for Thanksgiving dinner. The food was fabulous and there 

was so much of it! We enjoyed the traditional offerings of turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, etc., 

but what my kids loved most were the crab legs. In fact, they still talk about that unique 

experience. The only downside to eating in the mess hall that year was that we didn't have any 

leftovers for the next few days. 

Christmas Tradition — As a child, we were allowed to open one present on Christmas Eve, then 

the rest on Christmas morning. It's a tradition I kept it up with my children, and they've 

continued with their children. 

  

Patti Frey: 

Traditions — My family did not really have recurring traditions, although at Christmas we always 

trimmed the tree with tinsel, a few strands at a time. When it was time to take down the tree, 

we took those same strands off a few at a time to store until the next year. 

I have established a tradition of introducing something new or unexpected to the usual food or 

activity. It drives my family crazy. And if we have to celebrate on another day because of 

someone’s work schedule, that’s ok too. It’s less important to observe an actual date than it is 

to observe the meaning of the holiday. 

The other tradition that we have is that we NEVER decorate for Christmas, play Christmas 

music or watch Christmas movies until after Thanksgiving. 

  

John Cook: 

Memory — In Thanksgiving for family present and past. For all of the great memories we share, 

and the ones we will create. 


