
 

Readings  

‘Round 

 
the  

Advent Wreath 
by  

Richard Rollefson 
 



The First Sunday of Advent  

                                         

Candle 1  The Prophet Candle 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse 
and a branch shall grow out of its roots.  

Isaiah 11:1 

Prophets are the men and women who spoke for God to remind the people of what God has 

promised them and what God wants them to do. A prophet named Isaiah told the ancient 

Israelites not to give up hope because one day a special child would be born and he would be 

called Immanuel, which means "God with us." A prophet named John baptized people and told 

them that God want them to "repent," which means to "turn around." John wanted the people to 

be turned in the right direction so that they would recognize Jesus as that promised child, as 

"God with us." 

Light the First candle on the Wreath 

Light the Advent candle one 
Now the waiting has begun. 
Christmas time is drawing near 
Good news, great news, we will hear. 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

We thank you for the prophets you send to tell us of God's promises and to give us  

hope—for Isaiah, Micah, Amos and John the Baptist; and for the prophets of our own time like 

Martin Luther King, Jr. In this Advent season turn our hearts in the right direction so that we 

can feel God's presence with us and celebrate Jesus' birthday with hope. Amen, come, Lord 

Jesus. 



Monday of the first week of Advent 

 

 

 

 

Because the beginning shall remind us of the end. 
And the first coming of the second coming. 

T.S. Eliot 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent means "coming." In this special time we make preparations for the coming celebration of 

the birth of our Savior in Bethlehem's stable. But there are two additional meanings to the 

"Advent" we celebrate this season. We prepare daily for the coming of Christ into our hearts; 

and we anticipate the final coming of Christ at the end of time when God's kingdom of justice 

and peace will be fulfilled. It is this three-fold coming of Christ that we prepare for and celebrate 

as we keep our Advent vigil. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O God, Coming One, 

in this Advent season prepare our hearts for the Advent of your Son. As we celebrate his 

birth, as we daily receive him into our hearts, and as we await his final coming in great power and 

beauty. Teach us to pray, come Lord Jesus. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday of the First Week of Advent 

 

 

 

Advent, then, is dedicated to the last things, to death, heaven and hell but above all to Jesus' 
glorious coming to complete his Easter work. The Church goes so far as to set aside an entire 
liturgical season to the end of the world and the final coming of the Lord... 

Charles Riepe 
 

 

 

The people celebrate that the Messiah will come again. It is the celebration of preparation for 
his coming. It is time to open the doors of our hearts to give shelter. How do we give shelter to 
Jesus? By doing good works. It is the preparation time for the doing of and practicing of the 
virtues. It is a time for coming together with our neighbors. It is the occasion for gathering with our 
families and with those who live near us.  

Fiestas Navidenas 

 

 

The biblical text from Luke that begins this Advent season speaks of the end of time, of the 

"last things." But this message of the end times is not a message of fear or despair. Jesus tells us 

to be ready and watchful that we might perceive the coming of divine love and the fulfillment of 

God's promise to be with us. Our watchful preparation for Christ's coming is to see Christ in 

our neighbor in need. 

 

 

Prayer 

O God who comes, 

O Wisdom, O holy Word of God 

You govern all creation 

With your strong but gentle care; 

Come and show your people the way to salvation. 

Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 



Wednesday of the First Week of Advent 

 

 

Creator of the stars of night 
Your people's everlasting light 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 
Hear us, we pray, when we call. 

Evening hymn for Advent, 8th century 

 

 

Darkness provides us with a therapeutic limit-experience, illuminating the meagerness of human 
resources for experiencing, understanding and communicating the divine. It reminds us that God 
alone has an adequate idea of who God is and that even our most successful efforts at 
understanding God are inadequate. When darkness induces modesty, humility, faith and trust, it 
leads to a communion with God as God really is; it frees us from the self-deception of 
worshipping gods of our own making. Only the real God saves; not the illusion. The true 
Israelite is the wise person who makes a home "in the shadow of the Shaddai" (Psalm 91:1). 

John Navone 

 

Even as nature turns dark and cold, the words of the ancient Advent hymn proclaim another 

message: the coming of the Light. It is a promise to warm our hearts, for the promised One is no 

less than the Light of the World. 

 
Come, Sun and Savior, to embrace 
Our gloomy world, its weary race 
As groom to bride, as bride to groom 
The wedding chamber, Mary's womb. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

Prepare our hearts, we pray, for the Advent of your child, Jesus, the promised one. Enlighten 

our darkness with your glorious light. Amen. 

 

 



Thursday of the First Week of Advent 

 

 

 

Our time is a time of waiting; waiting is its special destiny. And every time is a time of waiting, 
waiting for the breaking in of eternity. All time runs forward. All time, both in history and in 
personal life, is expectation. Time itself is waiting, waiting for another time, but for that which is 
eternal. 

Paul Tillich 

 

 

 

 

Advent means waiting. But it is a special kind of waiting: it is waiting with hope. And yet what is 

true of Advent is true of all our time as well. Our lives are meant to be a hope-filled waiting of the 

coming of Christ into our hearts and the coming of Christ's kingdom into our world. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O God of all time, 

Be with us as we wait in this Advent season. Grant us the gift of hope which alone brings peace, 

because it brings you. We pray for the troubled places of our world and that we, as your hopeful 

people, might be instruments of your peace. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday of the First Week of Advent 

 

Make me know your paths, O Lord 
And teach me your ways. 
Teach me to walk by faith in you 
For you are the God who saves me 
I wait eagerly all day long, 
Because of your goodness, O Lord. 
 

Psalm 25 
 

 

 

If the Advent season has the quality of waiting about it, it is a waiting grounded not in fear or 

sadness but in our trust in the "goodness of the Lord." This incredible goodness is revealed in 

the birth of Jesus, our Lord and brother. 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O God of all Goodness, 

Dispel the gloom and sadness which so often troubles our hearts. Warm our hearts and enliven 

our spirits with your presence today and always. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday of the first week of Advent 

 

The celebration of Christmas in the Orthodox church is patterned after the Feast of the 

Lord's Resurrection. A fast of forty days precedes the feast with special preparatory days 

announcing the approaching birth of the Savior. Thus, on St. Andrew's Day (November 30) 

on St. Nicholas Day (December 6) songs are sung to announce the coming birthday of the 

Lord.    

                                                                 
 

St. Nicholas may well be the most popular saint the world has ever known. Born in Patara in 

Asia Minor around the year 300, even as a young man he was noted for his zeal in helping the 

poor and oppressed. Legends about his life include his saving three young girls from being sold 

into slavery and calming a storm at sea with his prayers. He later became Bishop at Myra and 

died on December 6, about 360. Nicholas is highly venerated in the East as a miracle worker as 

spokesman for the father. In the West he is the basis for our figure of Santa Claus. Nicholas 

understood the meaning of the baby born in Bethlehem's stable: that God comes to identify 

with the poor and the oppressed. Whether remembered as Santa Claus or St. Nicholas, the 

bishop in the red cope and mitre, or as the man in the red suit and white beard, he can remind us 

that Christmas is a time of caring for the poor and all those in need. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

Help us, Lord! to find the hidden road 

That leads from love to greater Love, from faith 

To greater Faith. 

Strengthen us, O Lord! 

Screw up our strength to serve thee with simplicity. 

 

 



The Second Sunday of Advent 

                                                
 

Candle 2  The Bethlehem Candle 

 

 

Bethlehem is a little town not far from Jerusalem. In a way, there was nothing special about 

Bethlehem, nothing to distinguish it from a thousand other small towns. But the prophet Micah 

said that something amazing would take place in Bethlehem: that God's chosen one, the 

Messiah, would be born there. 

 

The word "Bethlehem" means "house of bread." And it was in this "house of Bread" that one 

who would be known as the "Bread of Life" would come into the world to nourish all people. 

 

 

Light two candles on the Advent wreath 

 

Light the Advent Candle two 
We are waiting, me and you 
In Bethlehem, King David's town 
Jesus Christ from heaven came down. 
 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

It is in little Bethlehem that Jesus was born. Help us to remember that wherever we live, you can 

do wonderful things. Come into our lives this Advent season and stir us up with your promise of 

hope. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 



Monday of the Second Week of Advent 

 

 
The lights of Chanukah are a symbol of our joy. In time of darkness, our ancestors had the 
courage to struggle for freedom: freedom to be themselves, freedom to worship in their own way. 
Theirs was a victory of the weak over the strong, the few over the many, and the righteous over 
the arrogant. It was a victory for all ages and all peoples. 

Jewish prayerbook 
 

 

 

Even as we light our Advent candles we remember other candles which burn brightly in this 

season. We give thanks for the witness of our ancestors in the faith, to our Jewish brothers and 

sisters. We remember that we of the new covenant are "guests in the house of Israel,” as Karl 

Barth said, and that through the child born of the house of David, Yeshua, God's promise of 

salvation has been extended to all the world. And so with our sisters and brothers who light the 

Chanukah candles we pray: 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O Creator of the Universe, 

Let the lights we kindle shine forth for the world. May they illumine our lives even as they fill us 

with gratitude that our faith has been saved from extinction time and again. Amen, come, Lord 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday of the Second Week of Advent 

 

 

Soon and very soon, we're goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon, we're goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon, we're goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we're goin' to see the King. 
 
No more cryin' there, we're goin' to see the King, 
No more cryin' there, we're goin' to see the King, 
No more cryin' there, we're goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we're goin' to see the King. 

Andre Couch 

 

 

People that have lived under the yoke of oppression have always understood the liberating 

character of the promise of Christ's coming. Christ's advent means the end of bondage, the end 

of tears and grief, the end of the power of death in our lives. 

 

 

Now more dyin' there, we're goin' to see the King, 
Now more dyin' there, we're goin' to see the King, 
Now more dyin' there, we're goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we're goin' to see the King. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O God of freedom, 

Help us to hear your Advent promise of the coming of the Prince of Peace as a call to seek 

justice and live the values of your kingdom. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 



Wednesday of the Second Week of Advent 

 

 

Tell the timid to take heart. 
The Lord our God will come! 
 
The Lord will come soon, will not delay 
The Lord will make the darkest places light. 

Monastic liturgy 
 
 
 
Behold, I am coming soon. 

Revelation 22:7 

 

 

 

The Advent promise of Christ's coming is both a message to take into our hearts and a message 

intended to help us "take heart." Because it is God's promise, it is a promise in which we can be 

confident and trust with our whole hearts. In times of sadness or grief the promise of Immanuel, of 

"God with us," is the promise that we are never alone. 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O God of promise, 

In this Advent season we pray that your promise to be with us will give us comfort and courage all 

the days of our life. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday of the Second Week of Advent 

 

 

Come and make all things new 
Build up this ruined earth 
Restore our faded paradise 
Creation's second birth! 

Horatius Bonar, 19th century 

 
 
Abba Poeman said about Abba Pior that every single day he made a fresh beginning. 

Desert Wisdom 

 

 

 

In preparing for the birth of the Son of God, Advent proclaims no less than the re-creation of 

all things, "creation's second birth." Each morning we awaken we begin life anew. It is a fresh 

start, a time of renewal and regeneration. The possibility of beginning again is God’s gift to us in 

this Advent season, and every day of our lives 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O God of new beginnings, 

Let us arise tomorrow and each tomorrow reborn and confident in your promise of forgiveness 

and new life. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday of the Second Week of Advent 

 

 

They watch for Christ 
who are sensitive, eager, apprehensive in mind, 
who are awake, alive, quick-sighted, 
zealous in honoring him, 
who look for him in all that happens, and 
who would not be surprised, 
who would not be over-agitated or overwhelmed, 
if they found that he was coming at once. . . . 
 
This then is to watch: 
  to be detached from what is present, and 
  to live in what is unseen; 
  to live in the thought of Christ as he came once, 
  and as he will come again; 
  to desire his second coming, from our affectionate 
  and grateful remembrance of his first. 

John Henry Newman, 19th century 

 

 

Christ's second coming is one of the meanings of Advent in this season of preparation. But we 

watch and wait for Christ's coming with the knowledge that as he came as a tiny babe at 

Bethlehem, he comes not to destroy but to save. To watch and to wait for his second coming, 

then, is to watch expectantly and to wait in joy. 

 

 

Prayer 

O Coming One, 

May our Advent preparation be the joyous expectation of the arrival of a loved one. Your 

coming means the advent of divine love; for you are the incarnation of God's compassion. Amen, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 



Saturday of the Second Week of Advent 

 

 

A Voice says, 'Cry Out!' 
I answer, 'What shall I cry out?' 
'All humankind is grass, 
  and all their glory like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower wilts, 
  when the breath of the Lord blows upon it. 
Though the grass withers and the flower wilts, 
  the word of our God stands forever.' 

Isaiah 40:6-8 

 

 

The prophet Isaiah foretold a time when God's promises would be fulfilled. In Isaiah's vision, 

there would come a messenger to prepare the way for God's promised Messiah. Just before 

Jesus began his ministry there was just such a messenger, John the Baptist, calling people to 

repentance and baptizing them as a sign of their new life. One day Jesus himself came to the 

river Jordan and when John saw him he recognized him as the one whose way he had come to 

prepare. And when Jesus was baptized by John in the river Jordan, the prophecy was fulfilled. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O God of turnings, 

You sent your messenger John to prepare the way for your child, Jesus. Prepare our hearts this 

Advent season that we may listen to your messengers who make ready the way for the coming of 

Jesus. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



Third Sunday of Advent 

                                                 
 

Candle 3  The Shepherd Candle 

 

Shepherds are people who take care of sheep. Taking care of sheep is hard work—the hours 

are long, there are all sorts of perils and predators  you have to protect the sheep from, and after 

a while,  from spending so much time around sheep, you're likely to begin smelling like one 

yourself. In other words, being a shepherd isn't glamorous and shepherds aren't known to be 

sophisticated. Still, it was to shepherds that the angels first announced Christ's birth. Maybe 

shepherds were the only ones who would have believed the story of a king being born in a barn. 

Maybe only they could appreciate the true significance of the birth of someone who would be 

known as "the Good Shepherd."  

 

Who knows? Maybe taking care of sheep isn't such bad work after all. 

 

Light three candles on the Advent wreath 

 

Say together: 

 
Light the Advent Candle three 
We are waiting, you and me. 
Angels sang from high above 
To tell simple Shepherds of God's love. 
 
Prayer 

Dear God, 

It was to the simple and lowly that you first told the news of the birth of your child. Help us to 

make your values our own, recognizing that your ways do not conform to the ways of the world. 

Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 



Monday of the Third Week of Advent 

  Face to face with our limits, 
  Blinking before the frightful 
  Stare of our frailty, 
  Promise rises, 
  Like a posse of clever maids 
  Who do not fear the dark 
  Because their readiness 
  Lights the search. 
  Their oil  
  Becomes the measure of their love, 
  Their ability to wait-- 
  An indication of their 
  Capacity to trust and take a chance. 
  Without the caution or predictability 
  Of knowing day or hour, 
  They fall back on that only 
  Of which they can be sure: 
  Love precedes them, 
  Before it 
  No door will ever close. 

  T.J. O'Gorman 
 

One of the parables of Jesus that fits with the Advent season is the story of the "wise and 

foolish maidens." It is a parable about being prepared and watchful for the coming of the 

Messiah,  contrasting  those maidens who are prepared for the bridegroom's arrival with those 

who are not. And yet, it is not a parable about being prepared in the sense of hoarding 

resources because of fear of a future need; instead, as in the poem based upon the story 

suggests, it is about "the capacity to trust and take a chance" based on the knowledge that "love 

precedes" us. 

 

Prayer 

O Christ the bridegroom, We await your coming with the hopeful expectation of that marriage 

feast which will know no end, the coming of your kingdom. Amen. 



Tuesday of the Third Week of Advent 

 

 

Bright mornin' stars are risin' 
Bright mornin' stars are risin' 
Bright mornin' stars are risin' 
Day is a breakin' in my soul. 

Appalachian Folk Hymn 
 
 
O radiant Dawn, 
Splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 
Come, shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 
   Vespers Antiphon 
 

 

If you get up early enough in the morning, you can see the morning stars. The truth is, the stars 

of God's creation shine even when we don't see them; but to see them is to behold the very 

wonder of God's glory. Advent is the season that calls us to "arise" and "wake up" that we might 

perceive God's glory, revealed in the birth of the baby named Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

Help us arise and awaken to perceive the wonder of your creation in this Advent season  

and in all the seasons of our lives. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent 

 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse 
  and a branch shall grow out of its roots.  
Upon this one the Spirit of the Lord shall rest, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of the knowledge and the fear of the Lord 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord, 
He shall not judge by what the eyes see, 
  or decide by what the ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor  
  and decide with equity for the meet of the earth. . . . 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
  and the leopard shall lie down with the kid 
and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little chid shall lead them. . . . 
The shall not hurt or destroy  
  in all my holy mountain 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Isaiah's vision of a world at peace, where lion and lamb lay down together, is a vision of God's 

kingdom, where the earth is "full of the knowledge of the Lord." Jesus announced the coming of 

that kingdom. But as we celebrate at Christmas, we believe that the baby born in Bethlehem is 

"the little child," that Isaiah foretold, the one who shall lead all creation into God's new kingdom 

of peace; for Jesus is the very presence of God and in him the kingdom has appeared. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

Your prophet had a vision of a world at peace, filled with knowledge of you. Instill in us a vision of 

your kingdom and empower us to live it according to its values. Amen. 

 



Thursday of the Third Week of Advent 

 

The earth is your mother, 
She holds you 
The sky is your father, 
he protects you 

Native American song 

 

 

This we know. The earth does not belong to us; we belong to the earth. This we know. All 
things are connected like the blood which unites one family. All things are connected. Whatever 
befalls the earth befalls the children of earth. We do not weave the web of life, we are merely a 
strand in it. What we do to the web, we do to ourselves. Even the white people, whose God 
walks and talks with them as friend to friend, cannot be exempt from the common destiny. We may 
be brothers and sisters after all; we shall see. One thing we know, which the white people may 
one day discover—our God is the same God. 
          Anonymous 
 
 
Long before Europeans came to North America and began to celebrate Christimas in their 

new homeland, native peoples understood an important part of the meaning of this season: that 

all the earth is sacred because it belongs not to us, but to God. The message of Christmas is 

that the earth is also sacred because God came to live and walk upon it in the one named Jesus. 

 

Prayer 

O Great Spirit, 

You are the creator of all things. In and through you, all living things are connected. As you made 

the earth holy when you walked upon it in our brother, Jesus, so make us holy by dwelling in our 

hearts. Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday of the Third Week of Advent 

 

 

 

Wake, O Wake and sleep no longer 
for he who calls you is no stranger 
Awake God's own Jerusalem 
Hear the midnight's bells are chiming 
They signal for his royal coming. 
Let voice to voice announce his name! 
We feel his footsteps near. 
The bridegroom at the door-- 
Alleluia! 
The lamps will shine 
With light divine 
As Christ the Savior comes to reign 

Philip Nicolain, 16th century 

 

 

 O Come, O Dayspring from on high 
And cheer us by your drawing nigh 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
    O Come, O Come Emmanuel, Latin hymn 9th century 
 
Sometimes when we go to sleep our thoughts are troubled and dark like the night itself. But the 

message of Christmas is that nothing in all creation—neighter the darkness without nor the 

darkness within—can separate us from God’s love. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

When I lay down to sleep, I pray you will keep me safe, encircled in your strong arms of love. And 

when I wake, may I share that love that help me tight all through the night. Amen 

 



Saturday of the Third Week of Advent 

 

O Lord, through your Son you command us, no, you cousel us to ask, and you promise that you 
will hear us so that our joy may be complete, Lord. I am making the request that you urge us to 
make through you Wonder-Counselor. Give tham what you promise to give through your truth. 
You, O God, are faithful; grant that I may receive my request so that my joy may be complete. 
        St. Anselm, 11th century 
 

 

 

The Word of God comes to us in many forms—in the prophets’ words, in visions and dreams, in 

the sacred scriptures. But however it may come, it comes always as promise. It is the promise of 

God’s unending love and care. In Jesus the Word became flesh, the promise of God’s love 

incarnate in a human life. 

 

 

Prayer 

In the psalms of David 

in the worlds of the prophets, 

in the dream of Joseph,  

your promise is spoken, eternal God 

and takes flesh at last  

in the womb of the virgin. 

May Emmanuel find welcome in our hearts 

take flesh in our lives and be for all peoples 

the welcome advent of redemption and grace. 

We ask this through him whose coming is certain, 

whose Day draws near: 

your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spriit. 

one God, forever and ever. Amen.

 

 

 



The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

                                                                                      
The Fourth Candle: The Mary Candle 
 
Then Mary said, "Here I am, the servant of the Lord: let it be with me according to your word."  
Luke 1:38 

 

 Mary is the name of the young girl that the Angel Gabriel was sent to tell that she would be the 

mother of the promised Messiah. When she heard what the angel had to say she couldn't help 

but wonder how such things were possible, but still she said "Amen, let it with me be as you as 

have said." 

"Amen" is something we say at the end of our prayers. Just like when Mary said it, it means, "Let 

is be so." And "Amen, come Lord Jesus" is something we say in church when we share the 

special meal called communion. It means that we want Jesus to be with us not just at Christmas, 

but all through the year. 

 

Light all four candles on the Advent wreath 

Say together: 

Light the advent candle four 
Now our waiting's almost o'er 
Mary was told was told she'd be the one 
To bear God's own beloved son. 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

We give you thanks for faithful people like Mary who, by saying "Amen", make it possible for 

God's love to be known by others. Help us remember that we can be channels for God's love 

too, and that this is the best birthday present we can give to Jesus this Christmas. Amen, come, 

Lord Jesus. 



Monday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
For he has looked with favor of his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed. 
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
And holy is his name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm; 
He has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
And has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
And the rich he has sent away empty. 
     Luke 2:46-55 

 

That man say we can't have as much rights as a man 'cause Christ wasn't a woman. Where did 
your Christ come from? From God and a woman. Man had nothing to do with it. 

Sojourner Truth, 19th century 

 

In the song called the Magnificat, Mary sings of God's great deeds in lifting up the poor and 

humble and casting down the proud and mighty. It is a song of God's justice and mercy. You 

might say that the baby born in Bethlehem is also God's song of justice, for in Jesus, God lifts 

up the poor in spirit and feeds those who hunger for righteousness. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

In Jesus you have come to us meet us at the place of our deepest need. As we prepare to 

celebrate his birth, may we see him in the poor and humble; may we acknowledge our own poverty 

of spirit and hunger for your truth. Amen. 

 

 

 



Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

 

Since Adam being free to choose 
Chose to imagine he was free 
To choose his own necessity, 
Lost in his freedom, Man pursues 
The shadow of his images: 
Today the Unknown seeks the known; 
What I am willed to ask your own 
Will has to answer; child it lies 
Within your power of choosing to 
Conceive the Child who chooses you. 
 

W.H. Auden 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas story is the story of God coming to save us from our sin and sadness. In this 

sense, the Christmas story begins with the story of creation itself. But if, in his freedom, Adam 

chose to defy God, Mary, in her freedom, chose to trust God. Her child is the new Adam, the 

one who came to create in us new hearts and minds.  

 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

In Christ you have begun the new creation: it is the vision of a new humanity shaped in your 

image, empowered by your spirit to follow the way of compassion and truth. Amen, come, Lord 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

 

 

Since the coming of Christ goes on forever—he is always he who is to come in the world and in 
the church—there is always an Advent going on. 

Jean Danielou 

 

 

 

What do we learn through these four weeks of Advent watching and waiting? We learn that 

being aware of the events of even the most ordinary day, of listening for the voice of God amidst 

the busyness of our lives is a practice, not just for one season of  the year, but for all the seasons 

of the life of faith. 

 

 

Today you know that the Lord will come 
and in the morning you shall see God's glory. 

Monastic Liturgy 
 

 

 

 

Prayer 

O God,  

You teach us that waiting is always a part of the life of faith. Help us to wait with expectation 

and hope for the fulfillment of all your promises. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Eve 

 
We go on waiting, knowing you have come 
But we are not ready to be transformed. 
Give us your spirit and we'll carry on. 
The day is long ahead of us, 
And we'll carry on, 
And we'll carry on. 

Weston Priory Monastic Liturgy 

 

 
 

Although our Advent waiting has come to an end, there is another sense in which waiting is 

always a part of the life of faith. Even as we celebrate Christ's birth, we await our own 

transformation; await the day when we, too, will fully embody God's love. 

 

 

Prayer 

O God, 

Help us to listen to your voice and to be alert to your presence in all the times and places  

of our lives. Amen.  

 

 
 

Text by Rev Richard Rollefson 

Quotations from An Advent Sourcebook, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, Il., 1990 

 
 


